Read the following text

More and more students are travelling to English speaking countries to study. We talked to three students about their experiences and asked them what difficulties they had had and if they had any advice on how to make the most of the overseas studying experience.

Expect some changes in approach

[image: image1.emf]I found it difficult to settle into a new way of studying. I went to a university in Australia, and it was completely different from Japan. In tutorials, you are expected to be much more active - asking questions and giving your opinions - and I found it very difficult at first. The other problem was completing written assignments. Where I come from, you don't have to analyze and build arguments in the same way I needed to do in Australia - in Japan, we often work around the idea, looking at it from different angles. So it required a big change in thinking. In my opinion, it's not just your level of English that you need to work on - it's your approach to studying in general.

Get used to reading long texts

[image: image2.emf]I agree with Yoshiko - the essay style was a problem for me, too. You are expected to construct your arguments in a very linear way: you need to make a point and provide support for it, then you introduce a new point. This is quite different from the style I am familiar with, but once I understood what was required of me, I was able to adapt. Another problem for me was reading. It was very hard at first to read long texts in English. Before I came here, the longest text I'd read was only a page, but we were asked to read articles up to fifteen pages long! I was Lucky - I took a course which helped prepare me for studying at English-speaking universities. We were shown techniques to improve our reading and we moved from short texts to longer and longer ones. Now I feel a lot more confident about reading in· English. If you want my advice, take a preparation course before you start your main degree. You’ll feel a lot more confident and better

prepared if you do. 

Take part in discussions right from the start

[image: image3.emf]I don't have problems with reading, as I had already done a lot of that before I arrived here. What I found very hard was taking part in discussions. I could usually follow the arguments, and I knew enough about the topics, but I couldn’t think of what to say quickly enough or I was too worried about making mistakes or not being understood by the tutor. Here, you are really expected to challenge ideas and give your own point of view. I have even seen students disagree with the tutor! This was all very strange and uncomfortable for me. My advice to students is make sure your English level is high enough before you go overseas, otherwise you waste a lot of time and feel frustrated because you either can't follow what's going on, or you can't take part. The other piece of advice I'd give is: don't be afraid to speak up!
Task practice

Questions 1-8

Look at the statements (Questions 1-8) and the list of students below.

Match each statement with the student it applies to.
List of Students

A 
Yoshiko

B 
Tariq

C 
Chen Fei

Write the correct letter A-C next to each statement.

1 found it difficult to ask questions at the beginning ... A
2 found reading difficult at first ...B
3 was afraid of making errors in speech ...C
4 believes you need to change your style of learning ...A
5 recommends additional study prior to your main study programme ...B
6 thinks you can learn skills to develop your reading ability ...B
7 was worried about joining in discussions even when the topics weren't unknown ...C
8 thinks that you should ensure your English ability is sufficient before travelling abroad ...C
